
4th Grade TPSP  
Scoring Rubr ic 

Student:                                                                     School: 
 Score 4 ifÉ  Score 3 ifÉ  Score 2 ifÉ  Score 1 ifÉ   

Product The student extends the knowledge 
and skills of the discipline to apply 
under -standing to a variety of new 
contexts. The product shows that the 
student’s under -standing of 
underlying themes and principles of 
the discipline is well beyond 
expectations for fourth graders. 
When presented with new 
information, the student notes 
several significant connections, 
patterns, and trends and identifies 
relationships among them. The final 
product is organized and basically 
sound. 

The student applies the knowledge 
and skills of the discipline to help 
understand the world around him/her. 
The product shows that the student’s 
understanding of underlying 
principles and themes of the 
discipline is beyond expectations 
for fourth graders. When presented 
with new information, the student 
notes a few connections, patterns, 
and trends and identifies at least one 
relationship among them. The final 
product is generally organized and 
basically sound. 

The student relates the knowledge and 
skills of the discipline to personal 
experiences encountered in everyday 
life. The product shows the student’s 
under- standing of underlying 
principles and themes is reflective of 
a high-functioning fourth grade 
student. When presented with new 
information, the student notes a few 
connections, patterns, and trends 
though they may be minor or 
misidentified. The final product is 
partially organized, though it may be 
incomplete. 

The student makes few connections 
between the knowledge and skills of 
the discipline and everyday life. The 
product shows that the student’s 
understanding of the underlying 
principles and themes reflects a 
typical fourth grade response. When 
presented with new information, the 
student misses connections, 
patterns, trends, and relationships 
among them. The final product lacks 
organization. 

 

Process The student uses advanced processes 
to gather, interpret, and synthesize 
information. The student follows 
discipline-based research models, 
asking provocative questions, 
mining data, and generating unique, 
but plausible, solutions. The student 
grapples with ambiguous or 
conflicting data. The student 
demonstrates an acceptance of 
others’ rights to their own 
perspectives and may reevaluate 
their own viewpoints in light of 
others’ thinking.  

The student uses thorough procedures 
to gather, interpret, and synthesize 
information. The student follows 
discipline-based research models, 
posing relevant questions, 
examining data, and generating 
creative, but workable, solutions. 
The student demonstrates receptivity 
to ambiguous or conflicting data. 
The student demonstrates an 
acceptance of others’ rights to their 
own perspectives while maintaining 
his/her own point of view. 

The student uses basic procedures to 
gather, interpret, and synthesize 
basic information. The student 
attempts to follow discipline-based 
research models, asking general 
questions, collecting data, and 
generating routine, but workable, 
solutions. The student demonstrates 
confusion when faced with ambiguous 
or conflicting data on personal 
perspectives. The student minimally 
considers others’ perspectives in 
relation to his/her point of view. 

The student inconsistently or 
inadequately gathers, interprets, or 
synthesizes information. The 
student inconsistently uses 
discipline-based research models, 
failing to ask original questions, 
missing pertinent data, and often 
demonstrating some 
misunderstanding or misconceptions 
about the content. The student 
considers a situation from only one 
point of view. 

 

Communication The student uses highly effective 
communication techniques, 
including supporting assertions 
with data and clear, pertinent 
examples, using vocabulary of the 
discipline. The  
student communicates a growing 
awareness of the relationship 
between the discipline and self. The 
student’s reasoning is easy to 
follow.  

The student uses effective 
communication techniques, 
including supporting some 
assertions with data and pertinent 
examples, occasionally using the 
vocabulary of the discipline. The 
student communicates a beginning 
awareness of the relationship 
between the discipline and self. The 
connections may not always be 
clear, and there may be some gaps in 
the student’s reasoning.  

The student generally uses clear 
communication techniques, though 
some assertions may be supported 
with inconclusive data, and 
vocabulary of the discipline is used 
infrequently. Though the student 
looks for relationships between the 
discipline and self, he/she often does 
not perceive obvious links. 
Connections may not always be easy 
to follow, and the student’s reasoning 
may be unclear at times. 

The student’s communication does 
not let the audience /reader   /viewer 
follow the student’s thinking and/or 
logic. The student inconsistently 
supports assertions with data and 
may misuse or ignore the vocabulary 
of the discipline. The student does 
not communicate a relationship 
between the discipline and self. The 
student makes claims but does not 
back them up. The student’s line of 
reasoning may be difficult to follow. 
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8th Grade TPSP  
Scoring Rubr ic 

Student:                                                                School: 
 Score 4 ifÉ  Score 3 ifÉ  Score 2 ifÉ  Score 1 ifÉ   

Product The student displays a deep 
understanding of the knowledge and 
skills of the discipline. The product 
shows that the student’s understanding of 
underlying themes and principles is well 
beyond expectations for eighth graders. 
When analyzing connections, patterns, 
and trends, the student carefully 
examines important relationships and 
demonstrates insights that are surprising 
and enlightening to adults. The final 
product is well organized and sound. 

The student displays a substantive 
understanding of the knowledge and 
skills of the discipline. The product 
shows that the student’ s under -
standing of underlying principles 
and themes is beyond expectations 
for eighth graders. The student 
provides coherent analyses of 
connections, patterns, and trends, 
describing some important 
relationships. The final product is 
organized and basically sound. 

The student displays an inconsistent 
understanding of the knowledge and 
skills of the discipline. The product 
shows that the student’s understanding 
of underlying principles and themes is 
reflective of a high- functioning 
eighth grade student. The student 
analyzes some connections, patterns, 
and trends, uncovering at least one 
important relationship. The final 
product lacks consistent organization. 

The student displays a cursory 
understanding of the knowledge and skills 
of the discipline. The product shows that 
the student’s understanding of the 
underlying principles and themes is typical 
of an eighth grade response. The student 
sometimes misses significant 
connections, patterns, and trends, 
omitting important relationships. The 
final product lacks organization. 

 

Process The student uses advanced processes to 
gather, interpret, and synthesize 
information. The student uses the tools 
of the discipline to engage in inquiry as 
someone who works in the discipline 
would, selecting from an array of tools 
the appropriate one(s) for the purpose. 
When faced with novel problems, the 
student asks provocative questions, 
mines data, and generates unique, but 
plausible, solutions. The student 
demonstrates an understanding of other 
perspectives and makes his/her own 
viewpoint more plausible through such 
considerations. The student synthesizes, 
evaluates, and integrates multiple points 
of view and suggests solutions for 
conflicts and disparities in data. 

The student uses standard procedures 
to gather, interpret, and synthesize 
information. The student uses a 
limited set of tools of the discipline 
to engage in inquiry as a novice in 
the discipline would. When faced 
with novel problems, the student 
poses interesting questions, 
examines data, and generates 
creative, but workable, solutions. 
The student demonstrates an 
understanding of another 
perspective, reflecting the thinking 
of others to clarify his/her own 
thinking. The student partially 
integrates multiple points of view 
and identifies potential conflicts 
and disparities in data. 

The student uses basic procedures to 
gather, interpret, and synthesize basic 
information. The student uses generic, 
though appropriate, research tools to 
engage in inquiry, but he/she does not 
demonstrate awareness of the 
multitude of available tools and often 
chooses the most obvious. When 
faced with novel problems, the student 
asks pertinent questions, uses data, 
and generates routine, but workable, 
solutions. The student can partially 
view a situation from another 
perspective. The student 
inconsistently recognizes multiple 
points of view and may only note 
some conflicts and disparities in data. 

The student inconsistently or inadequately 
gathers, interprets, and synthesizes 
information. The student inconsistently 
uses generic research tools to engage in 
inquiry so that the student’s learning in the 
discipline is not enhanced. When faced 
with novel problems, the student asks 
basic questions, misses pertinent data, and 
often demonstrates some misunderstanding 
or misconceptions about the content. The 
student views a situation from only one 
perspective and does not acknowledge 
multiple points of view or recognize 
conflicts and disparities in data. 

 

Commni
-cation 

The student uses communication 
techniques that have an impact on the  
audience/reader/viewer, including 
supporting assertions with data and 
clear, pertinent examples, integrating 
the vocabulary of the discipline. The 
student communicates a deep  
understanding of the relationship 
between the discipline and self. The 
student’s reasoning is easy to follow. 

The student uses effective 
communication techniques, 
including supporting assertions 
with some data and pertinent 
examples, using the vocabulary of 
the discipline. The student 
communicates some understanding 
of the relationship between the 
discipline and self. The student’s 
reasoning is generally easy to 
follow.  

The student generally uses clear 
communication techniques, though 
some assertions may be supported 
with inconclusive data, using only 
some vocabulary of the discipline. 
The student communicates a shallow 
understanding of the relationship 
between the discipline and self. 
Connections may not always be clear, 
and there may be some gaps in the 
student’s reasoning. 

The student’s communication does not let 
the audience/reader/viewer follow the 
student’s thinking and/or logic. The 
student inconsistently supports assertions 
with data and may misuse or ignore the 
vocabulary of the discipline. The student 
does not communicate an understanding of 
the relationship between the discipline and 
self. The student makes claims but does not 
back them up. The student’s line of 
reasoning may be difficult to follow. 
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Sixth Grade Humanities 
Newspaper  Scoring Rubr ic 

 

Element 
 

Novice 
Score 1 ifÉ  

Apprentice 
Score 2 ifÉ  

Practitioner  
Score 3 ifÉ  

Exper t 
Score 4 ifÉ  

Score 

 
Content 
 

The theme /topic is not evident.  
News, feature, and opinion articles are 
somewhat historically inaccurate or 
incorrectly portray the time period, 
topic, or theme.  Information is based 
on hearsay or unsubstantiated facts.  
Content choice is common knowledge 
for a typical sixth grade student. 

The theme /topic is somewhat 
consistent and evident throughout 
most of the paper.  News, feature, and 
opinion articles are somewhat 
historically accurate.  Information is 
researchable Ð based on fact, not 
fiction.  Content choice is somewhat 
beyond common knowledge and 
sometimes reflects timeliness, rarity, 
consequence, progress, prominence, 
variety, or human interest. 

The theme /topic is consistent and 
evident throughout most of the paper.  
News, feature, and opinion articles are 
mostly historically accurate and 
correctly portray the time period, 
topic, or theme.  Information is often 
relevant and researchable Ð based on 
fact, not fiction.  Content choice is 
beyond common knowledge and 
reflects timeliness, rarity, 
consequence, progress, prominence, 
variety, or human interest. 

The theme/topic is consistent and 
evident throughout the paper.  News, 
feature, and opinion articles are 
historically accurate and correctly 
portray the time period, topic, or 
theme.  Information is relevant and 
researchable Ð based on fact, not 
fiction.  Content choice is well beyond 
common knowledge and strongly 
reflects timeliness, rarity, 
consequence, progress, prominence, 
variety, or human interest. 

 

 
Design/ 
Layout 
 

Design is cluttered or util izes only 
horizontal or vertical elements.  
Visuals are either lacking or are used 
to Òfill space.Ó  Many areas of white 
space are ÒtrappedÓ throughout the 
paper.  Typefaces, bylines, captions, 
etc. do not utilize a consistent format. 

Elements of design are inconsistently 
used on some pages.  There is a 
balance of visuals on most pages.  
White space often works pleasingly 
and is not ÒtrappedÓ.  Elements of 
page (bylines, captions/cut lines, 
standing heads, etc.) are consistent and 
pleasing.  Masthead design is eye-
catching.  A dominant photo is used 
on the front page.  A few pages reflect 
consistency, clarity, and creativity of 
design. 

Elements of design are consistently 
utilized for a pleasing effect 
throughout the paper.  There is a 
balance of visuals on most pages.  
White space works pleasingly and is 
not ÒtrappedÓ.  Elements of page 
(bylines, captions/cut lines, standing 
heads, etc.) are consistent and 
pleasing.  Masthead design is eye-
catching.  A dominant photo is used 
on the front page.  Most pages reflect 
consistency, clarity, and creativity of 
design. 

Elements of design are utilized to 
optimize ÒreadabilityÓ of the entire 
paper.  There is a balance of visuals on 
the front and all subsequent pages.  
White space works pleasingly and is 
not ÒtrappedÓ.  Elements of a page 
(bylines, captions/cut lines, standing 
heads, etc.) are consistent and 
pleasing.  Masthead design is eye-
catching.  A dominant photo is used 
on the front page.  The entire paper 
reflects consistency, clarity, and 
creativity of design. 

 

 
Comics/ 
Ar twork 
 

Comics are not original or have no 
relationship to the theme or topic of 
the paper.  Editorial cartoons do not 
clearly present issues or utilize 
techniques such as caricature, 
symbolism, or satire.  The comics 
page exhibits little use of pleasing 
design elements.  Comics are either 
text or picture heavy with little or no 
balance between the two.  Little to no 
evidence of comic technique is found 
on the comics page. 

Some artwork is original and 
sometimes has no relationship to the 
theme or topic of the paper.  Editorial 
cartoons present issues without 
utilizing techniques such as caricature, 
symbolism, or satire.  Limited use of 
pleasing design elements are 
employed on this page.  Some comics 
tell a story while others do not.  Panels 
are either cluttered with action or do 
not achieve balance between artwork 
and story. 

Most comics are original and 
somewhat accurate to the theme or 
topic.  Editorial cartoons present 
issues and util ize techniques such as 
caricature, symbolism, or satire.  
Many good design elements are 
employed on this page.  Most comics 
tell a story and employ a balance of art 
and story.  Artwork utilizes a variety 
of techniques. 

All comics are original and accurate to 
the theme or topic.  Editorial cartoons 
clearly present relevant issues and 
utilize caricature, symbolism, or satire.  
Comics page exhibits excellent use of 
design elements.  Comics tell a story 
with a definite beginning, middle, and 
end.  Comics employ a balance of art 
and story.  Only one set of actions is 
contained on each panel.  Artwork 
utilizes a variety of techniques. 
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Element Novice 

Score 1 ifÉ  
Apprentice 
Score 2 ifÉ  

Practitioner  
Score 3 ifÉ  

Exper t 
Score 4 ifÉ  

Score 
 

 
Ar ticles: 
Straight 
News 
 

Writing is biased at times and often 
directly addresses the reader.  Content 
sometimes confuses fact with opinion.  
Structure of writing is more 
appropriate for a report than a news 
article.  Headlines are written in the 
past tense.  Headlines are creative 
rather than informative.  Articles 
inconsistently back up their leads.  
Correct journalistic style is rarely 
used.  Articles are sometimes 
attributed. 

Writing is objective and sometimes 
directly addresses the reader.  Content 
is factual and deals with some actual 
events.  Structure of writing often 
follows the inverted-pyramid style.  
Some headlines are written in the 
historical present tense.  Leads are  
longer than 35 words each and use 
several commas.  Articles often back 
up their leads.  Correct journalistic 
style is used.  Articles are often 
attributed. 

Writing is unbiased, objective, and 
does not directly address the reader.  
Content is factual, timely, and deals 
with actual events.  Structure of 
writing usually follows the inverted-
pyramid style.  Most headlines are 
written in the historical present tense.  
Leads are no longer than 35 words 
each and use only one comma.  
Articles usually back up their leads.  
Correct journalistic style is frequently 
used.  Articles are correctly attributed. 

Writing is unbiased, objective, and 
does not directly address the reader.  
Content is factual, timely, and deals 
with actual events.  Structure of 
writing follows the inverted-pyramid 
style.  Headlines are written in the 
historical present tense.  Leads are no 
longer than 35 words each and use 
only one comma.  Articles 
consistently back up their leads.  
Correct journalistic style is always 
used.  Articles are correctly attributed. 

 

 
Ar ticles: 
Feature 
Stor ies 
 

Topics are broad or lack focus.  
Articles lack distinct voice or are 
written more as straight news pieces.  
Articles entertain the readers.  Articles 
do not always have distinct endings or 
come full circle.  Correct journalistic 
style is used sometimes used. 

Topics are fairly manageable.  Writing 
often begins with soft leads and 
continues with nut grafs, pacing, 
order, and transitions.  Some articles 
have a clear and distinct voice.  
Content or style of the articles suits 
the pages on which they appear.  
Articles entertain and sometimes 
inform.  Most articles tell a distinct 
story.  Correct journalistic style is 
often used.  Articles are attributed. 

Most topics are narrow and 
manageable.  Writing usually begins 
with soft leads and continues with nut 
grafs, pacing, order, and transitions.  
Most articles have a clear and distinct 
voice.  Both the content and style of 
the articles suit the pages on which 
they appear.  Articles both entertain 
and inform.  Articles have distinct 
endings and always completely tell the 
story.  Correct journalistic style is 
always used.  Articles are correctly 
attributed. 

Topics are always narrow and 
manageable.  Writing usually begins 
with soft leads and continues with nut 
grafs, pacing, order, and transitions.  
Each article has its own clear and 
distinct voice.  Articles exemplify 
both content and style for the pages on 
which they appear.  Articles both 
entertain and inform.  Articles have 
distinct endings and always 
completely tell the story.  Correct 
journalistic style is always used.  
Articles are correctly attributed. 

 

 
Opinion 
 
 

Writing uses leads to bring readers 
into the story.  Issues are clearly 
stated.  Writing contains limited or no 
background information about the 
issue.  Arguments are often 
ambiguous.  Reasons are not written to 
convince the appropriate audience.  
Correct journalistic style is sometimes 
used. 

Writing uses interesting leads to bring 
readers into the story.  Issues are 
clearly stated and relevant.  Some 
writing contains limited background 
information about the issue with 
arguments and positions somewhat 
evident throughout.  Some  reasons are 
written to convince the appropriate 
audience.  Correct journalistic style is 
used. 

Writing uses interesting leads to bring 
readers into the story.  Clearly stated 
issues are relevant and impact people.  
Writing contains background 
information about the issue with 
clearly stated arguments and positions 
evident throughout.  Most reasons are 
written to convince the appropriate 
audience and use effective words to 
make transitions between ideas.  
Correct journalistic style is used. 

Writing uses interesting leads to bring 
readers into the story.  Clearly stated 
issues are relevant and impact large 
numbers of people.  Writing contains 
an abundant amount of background 
information about the issue with 
clearly stated arguments and positions 
evident throughout.  All reasons are 
written to convince the appropriate 
audience and use effective words to 
make transitions between ideas.  
Correct journalistic style is always 
used. 
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